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he Legislative Counsel Bureau

igislative service agencies were created to free legislatars fram dependence upon the executive branch
stats government and lobbyists far information and assistance, With service agencies, a legislator is not
spendent upon a lobbyistor a governar to draft a bill, research data, or provide information about other
-ates with similar problems. The more professional and expert the service agency staff, the less

glslators need to depend on sources of support that may be biased.

tany states, including Nevada, use the basic legislative council pattern providing for a body composed of
xgislators from each house and from each party empowered tg function during tha interim between
esslons. Powers and respansibilities vary among the states, but baslically councils carry out functions
ssigned by tha full legislatures. These functions range from simple administrative duties lo extensive
ower of legislative aversight, palicy research, and emergency appropriations.

g SECRRTI SO

thouigh many states maintain separate staff for each house In addition to partisan staff, the Legislative
*ounsel Bureau is a nonpartisan centralized agency serving both houses and members of all palitical

arties. _ _
n March of 1945, the Nevada Legislature recognized a need for mora information and assislance in arder
to deal with increasingly camplex tasks as described In the preamble to the bill creating the Ledislative
Counsel Bureau:

At each biennial session of the legislature, that bady is confronted by requests for legislation expanding and
changing the functions of and increasing the appropriations of numeraus offices, departments, institutions,
and agencies of the state government; and . . . not withstanding tha information provided by the messages

and budgets of the gavernor and the reports of public officers, itis impossible for the legislature or its
commitiees to secura sufficient information to act advisedly on such requests in the time limited for its

sessions.
The 1945 law establishing the bureau charged it with assisﬂgg the Legislature to find facts concerning

"Qovernm ent, proposed legisTation, and various olher public matters.

During the next several years, the duties of the bureau and its staff were modified and expanded. in 1963,
the Nevada Legislature reorganized the Legislative Counsel Bureau, giving it structura and responsibilities
similar lo those it has today. Qne part of this change was the incorporation of the Statule Revision

_Commission inta the Legislative Counsal Bureau as the Legal Division, The Statute Revision Commission,
>uas originally created by the Supreme Counrtin 1951 and became invclved in bill drafiing as an adjunct to its

statute revision werk. Tha 1953 legisiation also added a Fiscal and Auditing Division and a Research

Oisision.

Summary

The staff services of the Legislative Counsel Bureau are furnished throughaut ths year fcr any legislator.
{2gal advice, fiscal information, and background rasearch ara furnished ugon request. Services of a more
axtensive nature are executed when the Lagistature so orders by means of a law or resolution. Bebwveen

sessions, such proiects may ba requested througn the Lagistative Cemmissian,
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472 LAWS OF NEVADL o

buildings and grounds shall assign and make available to the commis.
sion suitable and convenient reams or space for the vse of the cor.
mission’ and it3 employees, ] .
Seo. 11. The commission i3 authorized to purehase or otherwisg
securs, necewsary supplisg and equipment,
Sze.12. Upon the completion of “Hevised Laws of N, evada, ... "
the eommaission is authorized and directed to prepars and kave printed’
.Sueh replacement and supplementary pages for gnch laws, a3 may from
tima to time ba Decessary. i i

The intent of this eection is that suck ‘“Revised Laws" skal] hg kept
eurrent insofar ag may he posaible. 1 i i
be made ag for the origical volumss, and prices shall ba set by the
commission a3 near ag possible to the cost of Preparing and printing,

Provided, that where distribution of the original volumes was withent

charge, no charge shall b
© Se0.13. Upon completion, “Revised Laws of Nevada,_..._._........._..,f'
may be cited as prima-facia evidence of the law in all of tha conrts
of this state. Sush evidence may ba rebutted by proof that the samse
differ from the oﬁcial_sgatntes of Nevada:

obsolete statutes, and ezllin
ficting statutes, and such other matter as it deems necesszry,

SEe, 15. The membery of the commission shal] each receiva 3 sal.
ary of ons hundred twen -five dollars ($125) Per month, paid a3 gra
tha salaries of other stata officers, aud out of the appropriation hershy
made, for the period commaencing on the effactive date hereof, and
expiring Juns 30, 1953, :

SEe. 16. Thers i hereby appropriated from the general Fangd, for
the ‘purposes of this ard, the sum of sevenfy-five thowsand dollars
($75,000). Claimg gainst this appropriation skall be allowed ang
paid in the sams manmner i3 are other claims against the atate,

8£a.17. This act shall ba eflectiva from and after May 1, 1951,

.
——————
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 64}1;}0 i Tbs?\ © Page 7 of 4¢
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Sec: 8. Qualifications of voters on adoption or rejection of constitution. All persons qualified by law ta vete for representatives to the
General Assembly of the Territory of Nevada, on the fwenty first day of March A.D, Eighteen hundred and sixty four and alt other persons who
may be lawful voters in said Temitory on the first Wednesday of September next following, shall be entitled to vote directly upon the question

of adopting or rejecting this Constitution.
Sec. 9, Recall of public officers: Procedure and limitatisns, Every publié officer in the State of Nevada is subject, as herein provided, to

recall from office by the registered voters of the state, or of the county, district, or municipality which he represents. For this purpose, not less
than twenty-five percent (25%) of the number who actually voted in the state or in the county, district, or municipalirﬁ which he represents, at
t

the election in which he was elected, shall file their petition, in the manaer herain provided, demanding his recall b

¢ pcople. They shall set

forth in said petition, in not exceeding two hundred (200) words, the reasons why said recall iz demanded. If he shall offer his resignation, it

shall be accepted and take effect oa the day it is offered, an

d the vacancy thereby caused shall be filled in the manner provided by law. If he

shall not resign within five (5) days after the petition is filed, a special election shali be ordered to be held within thi (30) days after the
issuance of the call therefor, in the state, or county, district, or municipality clecting said officer, to determine whether 1 ¢ people will recal}
said officer, On the baliot at said election shall be printed verbatim as set forth in the recall petition, the reasons for demanding the recall of said

officer, and in not more than two hundred (200) ward

s, the officer’s justification of his course in office, He shall continue to perform the duties

of his office until the result of said election shall be finally declared, Other candidates for the office may be nominated to be voted for at said

special lection. The candidate who shall receive hi t
the term, whether it be the person against whom the recall petition was filed, or another. The recal
whom the petition for nomination to such office shall be filed, and the same officer shall order the

petition shall be circulated or filed against an

ghest number of votes at said special election shail be deemed elected for the remainder of
I petition shail be filed with the officer with
special election when it is required. No such

y officer until he has actually held his office six (6) months, save and except that it may be filed

against a senator or assemblyman in the legislature at any time after ten (10) days from the beginning of the first session efter his election. A fer

ong such petition and specia) election, no

unless such futther petitioners shall pay into . C 3
amount paid out of said public treasury as expenses for the preceding special election. Such additional legislation as may aid

er recall petition shall be filed against the same officer during the term for which he was elected,

the public treasury from which the cxpenses of said special election have been iafd, the whal?
e operation o

this section shall be provided by law. ; . :
JAdded in 1912, amended in 1570 and §996. The sddition was proposed and passed by the 1909 Jegistatuse: agreed to snd passed by the 1911 legislzture; and approved snd

1967 legistaturc; sgrced o and passed by the I969llegis[a:ur:'. and approved and ratiffed by the people st the 1970 general electio
of Nevada 1969, p. 1663. The second amendment was proposed aad passed by the {991 ]

< p. 443 The firsl amendment was proposed and passed by the

5. Sce: Stanutes of Nevada 1967_p. { 782; Statules

egislature; agraed to and passed by the 1995 legislature; 2nd approved snd ralified by the
1 o

people al the 1996 general efection. See: Statutes of Mevads 1993, p. 3115; Statutes of Nevada 1995, p. 2887,

Sec. 10, Limitatdén on contributions to campaign, .
l. Ag used in this Section, “contribution” includes the value of services

provided in kind for which money would otherwise be paid, such

as paid polling and resulting data, paid direct mail, paid sd!icitgtion by telephane, any paid campaign paraphernalia printed or, otherwise

produced, and the use of paid personnel to assist in a cam paign.
2. The Legislature shell provide by Yaw for the limitation of the total contribution by any natural or artificiat person o the campaign of any

persen for election to any office, exce
rejection of any cIucstion by the registered voters to $5,000, whether the office
s

whole, The Legi

pt a federal office, to $5,000 for the primary and $5,000 for the general election, and to the approval or
sought or the question submitted is local or for the State as a

ature shall further provide for the punishment of the cantributor, the candidate, end any other knowing panty to a violation of

the limit, as a falony,
[Added in 1996, Proposed by initiative petilisa and approved end ratified by the peaple st the 1994 and 1996 General Elections.|

Pl T,
Sec. 13

Section 1, Three separate departments; separation of powers; legislative review of administrative regulations,
. The powers of the Government of the State of Nevada s
Executive and the Judicial; and no persons charged with the exercis

e ?4‘-.7#‘
ﬂQARTICLE. 3. - Distribution of Powers. 7

=i}
Thtec separate departments; scparetion of powers; legislative review of administrative regulstions.
£
hall be divided into three separate departments,—the Legislative,—the
¢ of powers properly belenging to one of these departments shail exercise

any functions, appertaining to either of the others, except in the cases expressly directed or permitted in this constitution—
: € legislature authorizes the adoption of regulations by an executive agency which bind persons outside the agency, the legislature

may provide by law for: ) _ .
(a) The review of these regulations by a legislative agency before their effective date to determine initially whether each is within the

statutory authority for its adoption;

{b) The suspension by a legistative agency of any such re gulation which appears to excead that euthority, until it is reviewed by a legisiative
body composed of members of the Senate and Assembly which is authorized to act on behalf of both housss of the legislature; and

{c) The nullification of any such regulation by a majority vote of that legisfative body, whether or not the regulation was suspended,

| Amended in 1996, Propesed and passed by the 1991 Jegizlature; agreed o and pessed by the 1995 Icgistature:

and approved aad rafified by tha people at the 1996 general

eleclion. See: Statutes of Nevada 1993, p. 3082; Statutes of Nevada 1995, p. 2972.)

»

3EC,

i

ta

ARTICLE. d. - Legislative Department

Legislative power vested in senate and assembly. 3
Biennial sessions of Legistature: Commancement: limitation on duration: void actions; submission of proposed exceutive budget. [Effective

theough Mevember 26, 2012, and after that date unless the proposed amendment is agreed to and passed by the 2011 Legislature
and spproved and ratilied by the voiers ot the 3012 General Election.] -

Biennial sessions of Legislature: Commencemeni: limitation on duration; void actions: submission of roposed executive budget. |Effective
MNovember 27, 2012, if the proposed amendment is agreed lo and passed by the 201 | L:gisrature and approved and ratified by the
voters af the 2012 General Election.} i

.Special sessions of Legislaiure: Procedure for convening: precedence: Hmitations on business and duration: void actions. [Effective Nuvemnber

27, 2012, if the propascd addition is agreed to and passed by the 2011 Legislature and approved and ratified by the voters at the

2012 General Election, | ' i
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respective counties unless the Legislature otherwise provides by law, :

Amended rwice in 1976 snd in 1998, The first and second amendments wese proposed and passed by the 1973 Legislature; agreed 1o and passed by the 1975 Legistature:
approved and ratified by the peaple 2t the 1976 Generat Election, See: Slatutes of Nevada 1972, pp. 1940 and 1953; Si1atutes of Nevada 1975, pp. 1570 and (981 The first
seeond Mnendments were combined pussuanl ta Nev, An 14, § 1. The third amendment was propesed and passed by the 1995 Legisiature: agreed 10 and passed by the 1t
LesisfalJre. and spproved wad ratificd by the people t the 199§ General Election. See: Statutes of Nevada 1993, p. 2964; Statutes of Nevads 1997, p. 3598y - .

Sec. 7. Terms of courts. {Effective Novem ber 23, 2010, if the proposed amendment is approved and ratified by the voters at ¢
2010 General Election} The times of holding the Supreme Court, the court of appeals, if establishad by the Legislature, and the district cous

Legislature, must be held at the place provided by law. The terms of the district courts must be held a1 the county seats of their respectiy
counties unless the Legislature otherwise provides by faw.

{Amendad twice in 1976 and in 1958, The first 2nd secand emendments were groposed wnd passed by the 1973 Legishiure; agreed o and pesied by the $975 Legishinre, an
epproved und ratified by the peaple ot the 1978 General Election, See: Sutules of Nevada 1973, po. 1930 and 1953; Stiuies of Nevada 1975, pp. 1570 and 198)_ The firsi an
second amendments were cambined pursvant 1o Nev, Arl, 186, § I. The third smendmenl way proposed and passed by the 1995 Legislawre: agreed 1o and passed by the {9y
Legislatore: and approved and rotified by the propte st the 1998 General Elzction, See: Smvtes of Nevada 1995, 1. 2984: Statutes of Nevads 1937, . 3398.}]—(Propase:
gmendment passed by the 2007 Legislature; agreed 1o and pessed by the 2009 Legisfalure: effective Novembey 23, 20N, il approved and ratified by the voters at the 2010 Genery
Election. Sez Statures of Nevads 2007, p, 3556: Statutes of Nevada 2609, p. 3225)

Sec. 3. Number, qualifications, terms of office and forisdiction of justices of the peace; appeals; courts of record, [Effective through
November 22, 2010, and after that date nnless the proposed amendment is approved and ratified by the voters at the 2010 General
Election.] The Legislature shall determine the number of justices of the peace to be elected in each city and township of the State, and shall fix

f%caﬁons, their terms of office and the limits of their civi] and crimina!jurisdiction, according to the amount in controversy,
the nature of the case, the penalty provided, or any combination of these,

The provisions of this section affecting the number, qualifications, terms of office and jurisdiction of justices of the peace become effective
on the first Monday of January, 1979, )

The Legislature shalf also prescribe by law the manner, and determine the cases in which appeals may be taken from justices and other

courts. The Su‘:rcme Court, the district courts, and such other courts, as the Legislature shal) designate, shall be courts of record.
|Amended in E974. Proposed and paesed by the 1975 Legislature: sgreed 10 and passed by the (977 Legislature; and npproved end rmificd by the people ot the 1978 Genern)
Election. See: Statutes of Nevada 1975, p. 1952 Statutes of Nevada 1977.p. 1891}

See, 8. Number, Qualiffications, terms of offjce and jurisdiction of justices of the peace; appeals; courts of record. [Effective
November 23, 2010, if the reposed amendment is approved and ratified by the voters at the 2010 Ceneral Election.|

1. The Legistature sha!r determine the number of Justices of the peace to be elected in sach city and township of the State and shall fix by
law- their ualifications, their terms of office and the limits of their civit and criminal Jjurisdiction, accerding to the amount in controversy, the
nature of the case, the penalty provided or any combination of these, )

2. The provisions of this section affecting the number, qualifications, terms of office and jurisdiction of -justices of the peace become
effective on the first Monday of January, 1979, ‘ . e

1. The Legislature shaH also prescribe by law the manner, and determine the cases, in which appeals may be taken from Jjustices and other
courts, The Supreme Court, the court of appeals, if estzblished by the Legislature, the district courts and sych other cousts as the Legislature

shali designate are courts of record, : :
- [Amended in 1978, Proposed and passed by the 1975 Legislaiare; agreed to and passed by the 1977 Legishature; and approved and ralified by the peopl= ot the 1978 Uieneral

Election, Sec: Statutes of Nevads 1975, p. 1952; Statutes of Neyads 1977, p. 169 .} ~{Przposed amendment passed by the 2007 Legistature; sgreed to and passed by the 20069

leyisteture; efective November 23,2018, il spproved und ratified by the volers a1 the 2010 General Election, See Statuies of Nevada 2007, p. 3556; Stluics of Nevads 2004, P
25)
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Sec: 9, Municiﬁal courts, Provision shall be made by law prescribing the powersl,] duties and responsibilities of any Municipal Count
that may be established in pursuance of Section One, of this Article; and also fixing by law the jurisdiction of said Court 50 as not to conflice
with that of the severa] courts of Record,

Sec: 10. Fees or perquisites of Judicial officers. No Judicial Officer, except Justices of the Peace and City Recorders shall receive to his
wn use any fees or perquisites of Office[.] ) ; .

g Sec, 11, Justices and udges ineligible for other offices. |Efiective through November 22, 2010, and after that date uniess the
woposed amen OT 1S approv =d by T 013 Generai E‘.lection.] The justices of the Supreme Court and the
listrict judges shall be incligible to any office, other than a Judicial office, during the term for which they shall have been elected or Bppointed;
nd all elections or appointments of any such Jjudges by the people, Legislature, or otherwise, during said period, 10 any office other than

udicial, shall be veid. =
|Amended in 1950 Proposed und passed by the 1947 Legislature; sereed 1o ang passed by the [9a9 Legislature; and 2pproved aad ratified by the peaple at the 1950 Generad
Iection. Sce: Statutes of Nevads 1947, p. 878; Statules of Nevads 1949 p. 634.4

Sec. 11, Justices and judges ineligible for other offices. [Effective November 13, 2070, if the proposed amendment is approved and
itified by the voters at the 2010 General Election.} The justices of the Supreme Court, the judges of the eourt of appeals, if esiablished by
¢ Legislature, and the district judges are ineligibie 1o any office, other than a Judicial office, during the term for which they have been elecisd
"@appointed. AN elections or appointments of any such Judges by the people, Legislature or otherwise during said period to any office other
an judicial are void,

[{\mendcd in 1950, Proposed and passed by the 1947 Legislature; agreed (o and puised by the 1944 Legislaiure; and epproved and ratificd by the peoplc s the 1950 Generyd
thon, See: Statuies ef Nevads 1947, P- 873: Struies of Nevads 1943, P- 834, [—(Proposed amendmeny pessed by the 2007 Legisarure: agreed 1o and passed hy the 200y
sislatare; effective November 23, 2010, if approved and ratified by the vosers ar jhe 2010 Gencerat Flectian, Sae Statutes of Nevada 2007, P I55Y; Swiutes of Nevada 009, 2
By .

* 12, Judge not to charge jury respecting matters of fact; statement of testimony and declaration of law. Judges shall not charge
©S In respect to matters of fact, but may state the testimony and declare the law, l 8 I

. —————
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